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our era. They are the 'E$0aATrai of the Greek, the
Hayathalah or Haithal (i. e. Habathilah) of the
Persian writers.1

These facts, gleaned chiefly from Chinese historians,
show from the very earliest times the westward ten-
dency of the Turkish nations. In 568 A. D. Turkish
tribes occupied the country between the Volga
and the sea of Azov, and numerous reinforcements
have since strengthened their position in those
parts.

The northern part of Persia, west of the Caspian
Sea, Armenia, the south of Georgia, Shirwan, and
Dagestan, harbour a Turkish population, known by
the general name of Turkman or Kisil-lash (Quazal-
Mshl, i. e. Bed-caps). They are nomadic robbers, and
their arrival in these countries dates from the eleventh
and twelfth centuries.

East of the Caspian Sea the Turkman tribes are
under command of the Usbek-Khans of Khiva, Fer-
gana, and Bokhara. They call themselves, however,
not subjects, but guests of these Khans. Still more
to the east the Turkmans are under Chinese sove-
reignty, and in the south-west they reach as far as
Khorasau and other provinces of Persia.

The Usbeks, descendants of the cHui-che and Uigurs,
and originally settled in the neighbourhood of the
towns of Khoten, Kashgar, Turfan, and Khamil, crossed
the Yaxartcs in the sixteenth century, and, after
several successful campaigns, gained possession of
Balkh, Khariyin. (Khiva), Bokhara, and Fergana. In
the latter country and in Balkh they have become

1 See M. M., India, what can it leach us ? pp. 274-277.